Sutton Solar Action Group meets with Planning Minister

The Sutton Solar Action Group (SSAG) met with the Hon. Rob
Stokes MP, Minister for plann'ng and Public Spaces on 1 April.
What was onginally scheduled to be a meeting in Sydney's
Parliament House, was conducted instead by teleconference
owing o the current COVID-19 measures. fact the Minister
agreed to proceed with the meeting, bearing in mind all that’s
cufrendy happening, Jrsplayed his genuine interest in our
concerns.

The SSAG wishes to thank our local member, the Member for
Goulburn, Wendy Tuckerman MP and her advisor Alicia Croker,
for their support in securing the meeting, which included the
Minister's senior advisor and a senior representative from the
Department of Planning, Industry andegwirowncm (DPIE).

The SSAG presented the Mirester with a detailed document
outhning a range of issues, in particular, the favourable trestment
Renew Estate Estate appears to be receiving from the DPIE.
We were able to point cut that the 10 other recent krge-mle
solar projects in !QSW had been gven between 18 and 52 days

to respond to any communs obi':ctions, however as of 1 April,
2020, Renew Estate Esut:{as d 581 days to respond to our

community's objections and still nothing.

Our document pointed out that Renew Estate has pﬂ:viously
told the DPIE mhq would prov;d-e their response by the end

o‘:}anuary 2019 and later, that t]\ey would provide it by the end

of November 2019, It's now Apn'l 2020 and they have still has
not lodged their response or any reason as to why it's been s0
delayed.

The Minister appeared gemzine!y thocked that this process has
been allowed to dmg on for o |ong and upologised to the SSAC

for the DPIE allowing it to happen.

The zenior DPIE representative offered tovisit the site
imme&atdy once travel restrictions due to the corona virus are
|fred. We welcomed his offer and look forward to be able to
vizit the site with him and take his through all the concerns that
have been raized by the local community. He indicated that the
DPIE had corresponded with Renew Estate since the close of
objections. many of which he zaid have gone unanswered.

The Minister was also higHy cornplementary of the
document we provided him for the meeting. That document
iz available on the SSAG website in the Links Section https:/l

sutzonsolamcﬁongroup.cm\/.

The SSAG 1= hopeful that we may be soon able o get this issue
rezolved.

We will keep the community updated with developments through
the SSAG website.
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