Sutton Solar Action Group Update

The past two Sutton Chatter’s
have reported on advice from the
Department of Plannin Industry
annmironmeu (DPIE) that they
would complete their nent
the Springdale Solar development
by the end of September and
forwarded that to the | ndent
Planning Commission (| for final
determination, Well, October has
now also come and gone and still no
word on when that assessment will be
completed, despite the SSAG secking
on several occasions an update from the
Department.
Fortunately, the SSAG keepz an

 on the DPIE"s web portal of
Zvelopment projects, where we found
correspondence from the developer,

the RES Group, to the DPIE dated
1 Ocxober, bazed on a request for
further information from the DPIE.
That correspondence haz again
raised further concerns about the
de‘n‘wnt—

In RES's response for further
information (which iz also reported
on, on the SSAG's website hteps://
suttonsolaractiongroup.com/), the
jzsue of Aboriginal cultural heritage,
through subzurface archa, ical
r.es::g of the site, has ag:i:lgsen
raised. [t was this issue that the previous
dmlopeﬁ, Renew Estste, had used as
an excuse for over 18 months for not
having completed their response 1o
submissions.

The SSAG has written to the DPIE
seeking clarification about when the
decizion was made to allow the sub
surface archaeclogical testing to be
done ‘post approval’. Documents within
from the DPIE's own Conservation
Dwision, rase questions about when
this decision was made. Unfortunately,
we have not received a responze from
the Department.

To add insult to injury, the DPIE has
recently been promoting its processes
for speeding up the assessment of state
rigniﬁcanx deveioptnenn, of which the
Springdale Solar propozal is one.

An analysis of the DPIE's website for
solar developments, indicates that the
average number of day: from the close
of submizsions from the public.tod\e

final detecmination of the pfopoul,
including the IPC process, is 172
days. As at the 31 October 2020, the

i le development stands 2t 794
x:‘g::e sul:miszons closed and we
are not even at the stage where the
DPIE has completed their nent.
The longest period to determination
of ious sclar devel
to :.Z:i:szv days. The Springdale
development will fikely at lease double
that time and still no one has provided
any p'eusiUe explanation a5 to nﬂ'fy this
development is still at the aszessment
stage.
It iz little wonder that some 12 months
ago there was speculation that there
would be 2n inde t inquiry into
the Spr'ngble mﬂmeﬂzuhrvyvodé
be interesting to see if the Government
oﬁjecr.ed to such an inquiry, a3 it would
cearly put the DPIE's own processes
under the microscope, pnrdculurly their
communication with local communities

affected by such developments. An
inquiry might alzo highlight the actions
of some developers working in this
space.

We encourageyou to keep sbreast of
developments through the SSAG’s

website.
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